
C O M M E N T S 

R E V I E W S  
There is a documentary sweep to Ms Jacqueline Mulhallen's work which lifts it above 
mere theatre and unfolds history in quite the most absorbing fashion. ... So effective is 
the use of  slide and off-stage voice material, that there is the sense of  the broader 
canvas of  their contrasting but inextricably linked lives unfolding before the audience. 

	 Cork Examiner 5.9.89 

Stunning and evocative.	 Pontefract and Castleford Express 10.5.90 

A well-researched, seamless script ... an effective piece ... prodigious research into the 
visual material gives an old technique a new dimension.	 The Guardian 28.5.90 

Expertly directed by William Alderson, who magically creates an entire era without 
props.	 Morning Star 24.10.19 

Superb. ... A weaving together into one fabric all of  the elements: acting, props, and 
recorded sound. The result was one seamless whole, taking place in an unrestricted 
and plausible space.	 Counterfire 29.10.19  

 

John Dalton, Chairman, 
Honiton Festival, Devon: 

We have heard nothing but compliments 
from those who were members of  the 

audience. 

Peter Burman, M.B.E., former  
Head of  National Trust, Scotland: 
Brilliantly researched ... I was so totally 

gripped by it that I’d totally forgotten 
where I was.

Don Watson, Literature Officer, 
Eastern Arts (1991): 

Very ambitious and interesting ... I was 
encouraged by the way the audience took to 

such a complex work.

John Earls, Director of  Research, 
Unite the Union: 

It was a privilege to have seen ‘Rebels and 
Friends’... an imaginative and captivating 

production ... I’m proud it’s being 
supported by Unite the Union.

Alice Lee, Honiton: 
One of  the most unusual plays I have ever 
seen, unique. The love and passion those 

two sisters possess comes over the footlights 
into our hearts ... I could see it again.

Sheila Williams, Darwen: 
Theatre at its best ... totally absorbed from 

beginning to end ... the beautiful way it 
was put together so that music, slides, 

poetry and spoken word became a whole.Hester Reeve, Reader in Fine Art, 
Sheffield Hallam University: 

The play was absolutely tremendous! ... I 
really loved the way that the images were 

constant throughout.

David Robinson, Reading: 
Thoroughly enjoyed Rebels and Friends ... 
stimulating, ... extremely effective in your 

presentation.

A play by Jacqueline Mulhallen about the life of  the poet  
Percy Bysshe Shelley

The Image of Life



T  H  E  P  L  A  Y 
2022 is the bicentenary of  the death of  the poet Percy Bysshe Shelley in a storm off  
the coast of  Italy. Many plays and films about Shelley have sensationalised and 
trivialised his life, while ignoring his most important contribution – his ideas and an 
incredible body of  wonderful poetry including The Masque of  Anarchy, Ozymandias and 
Prometheus Unbound – and all written before the age of  30. His poetry has continued to 
inspire: the suffragettes cried ‘Deeds, not words’ – socialists cry ‘Ye are many, they are 
few’ – and more widely ‘If  winter comes can spring be far behind?’ – all are as potent 
now as they were when he wrote them.  

Shelley had an extraordinary life. He sacrificed the comforts of  wealth for his 
principles. He was thrown out of  Oxford University, disowned by his father, and 
watched by the agents of  the Crown. He went to Ireland where he spoke on a 
platform with Daniel O’Connell. An attempt was made on his life. He eloped, then 
left his wife for another woman (Mary Shelley who wrote Frankenstein). 

This new play integrates his life and poetry in a unique and radical style of  
production, using 6 actors, 3 musicians and specially commissioned sculpture, music, 
choreography and images. Lynx’s style has already had audiences ‘enthralled’, ‘totally 
absorbed from beginning to end’, ‘so totally gripped by it that I had forgotten where I 
was’, and their productions have been described as ‘superb’.  

Acclaimed for their ‘brilliant research’, Lynx Theatre and Poetry have a reputation 
for bringing audiences accurate, succinct and vivid presentations of  the past. This 
play will be no exception, and will bring to life the history, the characters and the 
poetry with the ‘intensity and flaming sincerity’ of  ‘theatre at its best’. 

L  Y  N  X 
Lynx Theatre and Poetry is a charity promoting education through the arts. Between 
1987 and 1992 Lynx toured two plays round England and Ireland, including Newry 
in Northern Ireland. Sylvia (about Sylvia Pankhurst) was revived and toured from 
2015 to 2018. Rebels and Friends (about Constance Markievicz and Eva Gore-Booth) 
was revived and toured in 2019. Both plays were just as successful with new audiences 
as they were originally –if  not, more so! Lynx also published a hand-printed book of  
the poems by Eva Gore-Booth used in the play. Lynx has received support from Arts 
Council England, the Irish government, several trades unions, including Unite, GMB, 
NEU, NUJ, RMT, FBU, TSSA and Unison, SERTUC, TUC Midlands, Leicester & 
District, and Wisbech & March District TUCs and the Women’s Vote Centenary 
Small Grant Scheme. 

Lynx Theatre and Poetry is a charity and company limited by guarantee registered in England 
and Wales, number 2595688. Registered Address: Poppyseed Cottage, High Street, Stoke 
Ferry, Norfolk PE33 9SF. Charity number 1071119. Website: www.lynxtheatreandpoetry.org 

P  E  R  S  O  N  N  E  L 
Author – Jacqueline Mulhallen 
http://jackiemulhallen.wixsite.com/jacquelinemulhallen 

Jacqueline Mulhallen has received international praise for 
her ground-breaking study The Theatre of  Shelley (Openbooks 
2010) and her book, Percy Bysshe Shelley, Poet and Revolutionary 
(Pluto Books, 2015) was Jeremy Corbyn’s summer reading 
in 2017. The Image of  Life was her first work on Shelley, 
originally titled Shadow of  the Soul, and written for the 
centenary of  his birth. She also wrote the highly praised 
plays Rebels and Friends and Sylvia, which were both produced 
by Lynx Theatre and Poetry, and Lynx is planning 
production of  a further play and a video by her about two other historical figures. 

She contributed a chapter on ‘Shelley and Viganò’ to The Oxford Handbook of  Georgian 
Theatre (short-listed for the 2015 Society of  Theatre Research Award), and an article 
and poem to Exploring the Lives of  Women  (Pen & Sword, 2018). In 2009 Jacqueline 
presented the Sylvia Pankhurst Memorial Lecture, and her article on Sylvia’s missing 
paintings appeared in the Women’s History Magazine. She regularly writes articles for 
counterfire.org. 

Director and designer – William Alderson 

http://williamalderson.wixsite.com/williamalderson 

A graduate of  Bristol University Drama Department, 
William created Lynx’s unique and highly praised style of  
production. Researching, selecting and photographing the 
visual material, he works closely with directors and choreo–
graphers to develop a rich and complex integration of  
images, poetry, music and dance. In addition to directing 
this new production, he has also directed Lynx’s revivals of  
Sylvia and Rebels and Friends.  

An editor on film, video and computer for 25 years in BBC Television News, he is 
also a poet. In 2016 Eastern Angles commissioned and performed his poem for two 
voices, Somewhere Else. In 2017 his collection A Moment of  Disbelief was published by 
Poetry Salzburg, and a long poem May Days was published by Counterfire. In 2018 
May Days was performed by five actors at The Playhouse Theatre in London. He has 
also been published in anthologies and magazines. As a letterpress printer, he has 
created original designs for BBC Radio 4, the Bodleian Library, the Council for the 
Care of  Churches. He printed an edition of  Eva Gore-Booth’s poems for Lynx, and 
is designing and printing a unique range of  designs of  ‘poem cards’.

http://www.lynxtheatreandpoetry.org
http://jackiemulhallen.wixsite.com/jacquelinemulhallen
http://counterfire.org
http://williamalderson.wixsite.com/williamalderson

